
Family Communication
February 18, 2022

Hello Families,

On Tuesday evening, the School Board approved a resolution to place the
Replacement Capital Projects and Technology Levy on the April 26, 2022
special election ballot. As you know, the levy failed to receive a simple majority
vote on February 8 to gain passage. State laws allow districts to resubmit a
failed levy one more time in a calendar year.

The School Board and I are committed to transparency regarding this levy,
which replaces the existing Capital Projects and Technology Levy if approved. It
is not a new tax and does not increase the current property taxes paid by voters.
If we are to have the funds necessary to continue with our commitments to
maintaining our capital projects and support technology initiatives in the 2023
school year, we will need to know that sooner than later.

Over the next two months, we will be listening to our families, staff and
community about any concerns they may have about this levy and explaining
how this local levy funding supports student learning.

We have scheduled a listening session on the proposed levy for Wednesday,
February 23, from 6 to 7 p.m. on Zoom. Access the webinar HERE.

These local levy dollars pay for critical infrastructure that is not funded by the
state. Levies are one way we can maintain local control of what infrastructure
and programs are in our schools.

Thanks to local voter support in 2018, all of Stanwood-Camano’s 4,500 students
had access to a Chromebook computer to use for online learning during the
pandemic. The proposed replacement levy will continue funding the purchase of:

● Updated computers and devices for students and staff;

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87269449402


● Online curriculum and supplementary learning materials;
● Technical support for students, staff, and families;
● Software updates and subscription maintenance;
● Infrastructure maintenance and upgrades.

On the capital projects side, older systems such as boilers, roofs, fire sprinkler
systems, public address systems, security fencing and sidewalks are at or near
the end of their useful life. The proposed levy would fund:

● A new roof at Cedarhome Elementary;
● New boilers at Elger Bay and Cedarhome Elementary Schools;
● Replacement fire sprinkler lines at Utsalady and Elger Bay Elementary

Schools;
● Portable maintenance at Port Susan Middle School, including new roofs,

paint and siding repair;
● Upgraded public address systems at Stanwood Middle and Stanwood

Elementary Schools;
● Various projects to improve student safety, such as fencing and sidewalks.

We are often asked, “If the state provides funding for K-12 education, why are
local taxes needed?” The answer is that even with the recent McCleary court
decision, there is still a significant gap between what the state provides and what
it costs to provide the services and programs Stanwood-Camano students need
and our community expects. A portion of the property taxes that used to go
directly to local schools now go to the state. The state redistributes those dollars
back to school districts. Local districts can still ask taxpayers for a levy, but a
much smaller amount.

This critical local funding provided by the levy allows our school district to
provide the structures and services our community relies on, which allows
students to grow and thrive.

Mask Mandate to be lifted March 21

Governor Jay Inslee announced Thursday, Feb. 17 that the statewide indoor



mask requirement for Washington state, including in our K–12 schools, is
scheduled to end on March 21, 2022. Once the statewide requirement is lifted,
masks will be encouraged in our school buildings, but not required. Masks will
still be required on school buses per a federal mandate that requires masks to
be worn on all forms of public transportation.

Until March 21, masks will continue to be required for all students, staff,
and visitors in all Stanwood-Camano School District buildings. Masks will
continue to be provided for those who do not have them, and students who will
not wear masks will be sent home.

Once the statewide mask requirement lifts, barring a new requirement from our
local health department, masks will become optional in our school
buildings. As a reminder, our district will not tolerate bullying of any kind for
those who choose to continue wearing masks. Staff and students will have the
choice to wear a mask at school, with the expectation that others’ choices will
be respected. One should not make assumptions regarding someone’s beliefs or
health status, nor should they comment on them.

Respectfully,
Deborah Rumbaugh, Ed.D.
Superintendent


